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Too often, research findings fail 
to inform practice, while the 

experiences of those working in the 
field are commonly absent from 
research. Ultimately, we in the research 
community must help those involved 
in delivery to integrate the wealth of 
available evidence into their activities. 
To that end, this article describes some 
recent and ongoing research projects.

Many researchers are studying recent 
developments in restorative policing. 
Using Freedom of Information requests, 
Professors Clare McGlynn and Nicole 
Westmarland found that most police 
forces in England and Wales are 
using Level 1 restorative justice with 
domestic abuse. The most common 
outcomes were apologies and financial 
compensation, with few conferences 
taking place. The researchers expressed 
concern that some processes are 
inappropriately being labelled as 
restorative, and that cases are being 
resolved informally “without appropriate 
risk assessments, training of officers in 
relation to domestic abuse or support 
for survivors”. They also studied the 
use of restorative approaches in cases 
of domestic abuse by one force. They 
found that, out of 62 cases over a 
nine-month period in 2015, conferencing 
was used only 21% of the time. This 
research is summarised at http://bit.ly/
McGlynnWestmarland

Dr Kelly Stockdale examined the 
implementation of restorative justice in 
one police force and found differences 
in the ways in which different ranks 
understood restorative justice and a 

lack of detailed knowledge that left 
many officers unable to use restorative 
processes properly (see http://bit.ly/
KellyStockdale). Dr Laura Cutress also 
looked at the use of restorative justice by 
the police. She questions the suitability 
of officers to act as facilitators and 
highlights the need for comprehensive 
guidelines for police officers who use 
restorative processes (see http://bit.ly/
Cutress). 

However, research in this area is often 
complicated by the fact that many forces 
do not distinguish between restorative 
justice and other forms of informal 
dispute resolution. In many forces, the 
concept of restorative justice has been 
stretched far beyond the definition used 
by the RJC and the Ministry of Justice. 
My own project is one of several to 
respond to this. It aims to identify the 
factors which either enable or act as 
a barrier to adherence to restorative 
principles in the context of police-led 
delivery (see http://bit.ly/IanMarder). 
Elsewhere, Professors Joanna Shapland 
and Adam Crawford are undertaking 
research with Remedi and three police 
forces. This study aims to inform good 
practice that is sensitive to the needs of 
victims.  
More information can be found at 
http://bit.ly/ShaplandCrawford

Meanwhile, Dr Brian Payne and 
colleagues from the University of 
Gloucestershire have studied the 
innovative Youth Forums Project, 
which uses restorative work to improve 
relations between young people and 
police officers. The report concludes that 

“the approach taken in the Youth Forums 
was found to be effective in identifying, 
challenging and resolving negative 
perceptions that the participating police 
officers and young people hold”. In a 
press release, Payne argues that “the 
findings […] make a strong case for the 
continued deployment of innovative 
police/community engagement 
initiatives that can have a real and 
sustained positive impact on relations”. 
The report can be found at http://bit.ly/
BrianPayne

Anyone who is interested in the use of 
restorative justice in universities should 
look at a recent study from Dalhousie 
University in Nova Scotia, Canada. There, 
restorative justice was used after female 
dentistry students became aware that 
some of their male colleagues had 
posted offensive material about them in 
a Facebook group. The report concludes 
that the restorative process was 
experienced positively by those involved, 
with the participants stating: “As the 
process developed we have worked 
through the harms and issues that 
divided us. At the end of this process [we 
are] united in our commitment to ensure 
our experience matters for the future.” 
This report is available at http://bit.ly/
JenniferLlewellyn

Finally, I strongly recommend the 
resources made available by the 
European Forum for Restorative Justice, 
who have conducted several large-scale 
studies comparing the use of restorative 
justice in different countries. They 
publish reports and shorter practical 
guides on, among other issues, the 
initiation of restorative justice, its use 
with domestic and sexual violence and 
judicial training in restorative justice. 
These resources are available at http://
bit.ly/EUForumRJ

The Community of Restorative Researchers 
tries to increase the accessibility of research 
evidence by releasing podcasts and research 
summaries and by hosting online groups. For more 
information, see www.facebook.com/groups/
communityofrestorativeresearchers

What’s new in restorative justice research?

Researchers have published thousands 
of articles on restorative justice. However, 
much of this information is behind the 
paywalls of academic journals or is too 
lengthy to be of practical use. Here, 
Ian Marder, a PhD researcher at the 
University of Leeds and the founder of 

the Community of Restorative Researchers, discusses  
the findings of some recent research.
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