
W elcome to this month’s bulletin. I hope you 
are looking forward to an extended Jubilee 

weekend. May has been another extremely busy 
month for the RJC. However, we were delighted 
to be invited to attend Her Majesty’s Garden Party 
earlier in the month.


Myself, Gerard Drennan, Chair of Trustees, David 
and Aisa were privileged to be able to represent 
the Council. 


The work of the APPG continues to move at great 
pace. You can read the latest updates on the 
work of the APPG and Advisory Board below. 


I’m sure most of you will know that the draft 
Victims Bill was published late last week. Whilst 
there are some welcome aspects of the bill, the 
work now starts to address its shortfalls. Our 
policy officer has outlined some of our concerns 
which you can read here.  


We have had great interest in joining our service 
managers network from our members. There is 
still time to register your interest before the 
inaugural meeting later in the summer. If you are a 
member of the RJC and would like to find out 
more about joining this network, contact David at 
david.smith@restorativejustice.org.uk.


We’ve also opened registration for the 6th Annual 
Meeting of the Network of Restorative 
Practitioners in Mental Health. You can read more 
about this event below.  

Don’t forget, there is still time to register for our 
first Annual Restorative Practice CPD Symposium 
which will take place week commencing 27 June. 
You can find full details and register for your place 
here.  


As always, I’ve included a round up of the latest 
RJC Approved Courses, CPD and events as 
well as the latest vacancies. 


Don’t forget, you can keep up to date with all the 
latest developments at the RJC by visiting our 
website. 


Best wishes,


  Jim Simon


Chief Executive Officer 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Victims Bill – an opportunity to 
empower victims 

The government published its Draft Victims Bill 
on Wednesday 25 May. It received virtually no 
publicity in the media.  Draft Victims Bill - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk). The purpose of the Bill is to 
improve end-to-end support for victims of crime. 
Its central measure is to require the Secretary of 
State to issue a Code of Practice. It is this Code 
that references the right to restorative justice, in 
Rights 3 and 4. 


There are very welcome aspects of this Bill. It 
puts the Victims Code on a much clearer statutory 
footing than previously. It strengthens 
arrangements for the monitoring of compliance 
with the Code, in particular imposing a duty on 
the Police, Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), Her 
Majesty’s Courts and Tribunal Service (HMCTS), 
Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service 
(HMPPS) and Youth Offending Teams to collect 
data and keep their compliance with the Code 
under review. Local Police and Crime 
Commissioners are given the lead on monitoring 
compliance, working through their Local Criminal 
Justice Boards. There is a commitment to 
additional resources to PCCs to enable them to 
do this. 


Other welcome features are the requirement for 
greater collaboration in the provision of support to 
victims, the development of a local victims 
strategy and joint thematic inspections. For the 
first time, local authorities and local integrated 
health boards are included in the collaboration 
requirements. If you don’t know much about 
integrated health boards, you can find out about 
them HERE. They are very useful local whole 
system partnerships for the NHS. 


There is no specific mention of restorative justice 
in the Bill; this is of course disappointing. The 
RJC has the opportunity to make a submission to 
the Justice Committee – if you have views about 
what needs to be included in our response, 
please contact 

david.smith@restorativejustice.org.uk as soon 
as possible. The deadline is 10 June. 


However, the continuing trend towards devolution 
in these matters is incredibly significant. A lot will 
depend on the RJ sector seeking out 
opportunities to influence developments at local 
level. It is important now to contact your PCC or 
Mayor with responsibility for Policing and Crime 
to express your interest in the victims strategy 
they will soon be developing. It is important not 
only to put forward the case for RJ but to tell 
them how you can support victims themselves to 
get involved, a key requirement of the Bill. Victims 
themselves will prove the best champions of RJ 
at the local level. If you don’t know who your PCC 
/ Mayor is, or how to contact them, go to Find 
your PCC. Developments in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland suggest devolution can work in 
our favour, rather than against us. 


The Government also published its Victims 
Funding Strategy on the same day as the Victims 
Bill. It is just as important to think about the level 
of resourcing for victims services, which include 
restorative justice services. There is a long term 
problem of underfunding and short term funding 
which affects restorative justice services. The 
strategy makes a commitment to longer term 
funding but this has been said before. Hopefully 
this time it will be implemented. 


David Smith 
Policy and Communications Officer
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RJC Members’ Service 
Managers Network launching 

So far we have had 30 people register for our 
new Service Managers Network, with a 

particularly good range of people from the 
criminal justice and education sectors, and 
different parts of the country. 


The “hot topic” for the first meeting will be: 
Navigating the complexities of practicing in 
secure environments. After that, themes will be 
agreed and open to suggestions from network 
members.


The new Network will be facilitated by the RJC 
Policy and Communications Officer, David Smith. 
If you have any queries about it, please contact 
him at david.smith@restorativejustice.org.uk


Further expressions of interest are very welcome. 
If you are a member of the RJC and want to be 
involved in this exciting new initiative, please 
apply using our ONLINE FORM.


APPG Monthly Update 
May was a busy time for the APPG Advisory 
Board. We hosted an in-person consultation 
session for practitioners working within youth 
justice for workstream 2. The event was extremely 
well attended and generated a wealth of evidence 
to support our investigation in restorative justice 
within the criminal justice sector. 


The workstream 3 team have also hosted three 
online evidence sessions covering health, 
eduction and social care. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank my workstream co-chair, Dr 
Terence Bevington, for his support in organising 
and hosting these sessions. 


Finally, myself and Tony Walker, Restorative 
Solutions, facilitated three online evidence 
sessions for workstream 1. During these sessions 
we explored the current training offered to 
practitioners leading complex and sensitive 

cases, including cases of domestic and sexual 
violence. Having now completed the evidence 
gathering phase of this workstream, we will be 
finalising our report which will be presented to the 
APPG for consideration in July 2022. 


Alongside the 4 workstreams currently being run, 
the APPG are also focused on responding to the 
recent publication of the Victims Bill. The advisory 
board will be working with APPG members over 
the next couple of weeks to draft a response to 
the justice committee. 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who have contributed to the work of the 
APPG over the past month.


Jim Simon 
Chief Executive Officer 

Chair of the APPG Advisory Board


How you can support the RJC to 
continue its work with the APPG 
for Restorative Justice 

T he RJC are committed to supporting the work 
of the All-Party Parliamentary Group for 

Restorative Justice and believe that it is crucial 
for the restorative sector and our members that 
we are actively involved with the group’s Advisory 
Board. 


It is through the generosity of our members and 
supporters that we are able to dedicate funds to 
this important activity. 


You can support us to continue our involvement in 
the APPG by making a one off donation, a 
regular monthly contribution or by becoming a 
member of the RJC. 
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Howard League Community 
Awards 2022 launched 

Nominations for the Howard League for Penal 
Reform annual awards are now open. These 

awards celebrate best practice in diversionary 
work and champion work in the community that 
challenges and changes people for the better – 
be it with children, women, mental health 
programmes or restorative approaches.  


The Howard League want to hear about schemes 
you are a part of and/or know of who are 
deserving of recognition and praise for their 
excellent work in the community, the success 
stories are proof that we can change lives and 
reduce crime.


Nomination categories this year includes:  

Women category


Racial Disparities in Youth Justice. 


Policing and Children category


Policing and Adult category


Liaison and Diversion category


Restorative Approaches category


Criminal Justice Champion category


Organisation of the Year category


Nominations close on Tuesday 26 July.  

READ MORE 

Registration opens for the 6th 
Annual Meeting of the Network 
of Restorative Practitioners in 
Mental Health 

Join us on the 15 July 2022 for the 6th Annual 
Meeting of the Network of Restorative 

Practitioners in Mental Health. The focus of this 
event is hatching and growing restorative practice 
in mental health settings. 


This year, we are offering attendance on a ‘pay 
what you can afford’ basis.  

The annual meeting of the Network of Restorative 
Practitioners in Mental Health will continue the 
network’s focus on getting started with restorative 
practice in mental health settings, and keeping 
going.  In the programme this year we will hear for 
the first time about ‘hatching’ restorative 
approaches in health settings and we will hear 
from those with experience of growing more 
established restorative practice in mental health 
settings.  Presentations will include the road to 
embedding practice, hearing the victim’s voice; 
and the launch of the Restorative Justice 
Council’s ‘Mental Health Practice Guidance for 
Restorative Justice Practitioners’.  We look 
forward to welcoming you to the conversation as 
we listen, discuss, connect and reflect on the 
innovative restorative work happening in health 
and mental health.


READ MORE AND REGISTER 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W hether you are just starting your restorative 
practitioner career or you are an 

experienced practitioner seeking continued 
professional development opportunities, selecting 
the right course is vital to ensuring high quality 
practice. You can be confident that by opting for 
an Approved Course, delivered by our 
Registered Training Providers, your course 
meets our practice standards.


Restorative Practice Facilitation 
Skills for General Settings 

Location: Online  

Provider: Restorative Now


Start Date: 7 June 2022


APPROVED COURSE DETAILS 

Restorative Practice Facilitation 
Skills for Education Settings 

Location: Online 

Provider: Restorative Now


Start Date: 11 October 2022


APPROVED COURSE DETAILS 

Are you interested in becoming 
a Registered Training Provider? 

A s a Registered Training Provider, you will be 
demonstrating that you are committed to 

delivering high quality restorative practice training 
to nationally agreed standards.


Having your courses approved provides 
confidence to participants and training 
commissioners that your training meets the 
required standards. For participants who may 
consider becoming a Registered Practitioner, 
completion of an RJC Approved Course is 
preferred and reduces the cost and amount of 
evidence they need to provide. Our Registration 
Frameworks for Service Providers and 
Restorative Organisations also encourage 
leaders to commission approved training.


You can find more information about becoming a 
Registered Training provider with the RJC by 
visiting our website using the link below.


REGISTERED TRAINING PROVIDER 

RJC APPROVED COURSES

VIEW ALL RJC APPROVED COURSES
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Restorative Policing 

Location: Online 

Provider: The Mint House


Start Date: 9 June 2022 

READ MORE 

Communicating Restorative Justice and 
Practice 

Location: Online 

Provider: The Mint House


Start Date: 14 June 2022 

READ MORE 

Annual Restorative Practice CPD Symposium 

Location: Online 

Provider: Restorative Justice Council


Start Date: 27 June 2022


READ MORE 

6th Annual Meeting of the Network of 
Restorative Practitioners in Mental Health 

Location: Online 

Provider: Restorative Justice Council


Start Date: 15 July 2022


READ MORE 

21st & 22nd November 2022 

SAVE THE DATE 
We are delighted to announce the theme of our 
4th Annual Conference will be Living in troubled 
times: Restorative approaches to building 
resilience. 


We’ll shortly be opening a call for abstracts which 
will focus on one of four key conference themes:


1. Restorative Justice – interpersonal violence 
in troubled times


2. Restorative responses to war, conflict and 
violence  


3. Building community resilience in troubled 
times


4. Restorative practice and social justice


Further details on 
submitting an abstract will 
be announced in mid-June 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND COURSES

VIEW ALL UPCOMING COURSES & EVENTS
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YOUTH WORKER - Youth Justice: 
Reparation 

Location: Sheffield 

Employer: Remedi


Closing Date: 3 June 2022 

READ MORE 

Victim Officer - Vale of Glamorgan 
Council 

Location: Barry 

Employer: Vale of Glamorgan


Closing Date: 17 June 2022


READ MORE 

Volunteer Restorative Justice 
Practitioner 

Location: London 

Employer: Calm Mediation


Closing Date: Rolling recruitment 


READ MORE 

Call for contributions - 
Resolution Autumn edition 

W e’re currently accepting contributions for 
our autumn 2022 publication of Resolution. 

In particular we are interested in best practice 
articles, new approaches to restorative practice, 
the impact of technology on case facilitation, 
research reports, legal and regulatory updates, 
and other contributions, including case studies, 
written by practitioners or those with lived 
experience.


We are not only interested in the application of 
restorative justice/practice within the criminal 
justice system but other areas, such as health, 
education, social care and community practice. 


Resolution Articles 

Practice articles should be between 1,500 to 
2,000 words in length. Research reports should 
be between 2,500 and 3,000 words. 


Case Studies


All case studies must address the following 
questions: What has worked? Why has it worked? 
What was the impact on participants? What 
lessons were learned? How could it be done 
elsewhere?


Case studies should be between 1,500 to 2,000 
words in length


Book Reviews  

A new and popular feature of Resolution is our 
book review article. This is your opportunity to 
review and promote your go to restorative 
practice reads.  


Book reviews should be between 750 - 1000 
words.


Articles can be submitted at any time. However, if 
you would like contribute to our Autumn 
publication, contributions must be received by 12 
August 2022


Please submit your contribution to David Smith at 
david.smith@restorativejustice.org.uk 

LATEST VACANCIES

VIEW ALL CURRENT 
VACANCIES

RESOLUTION
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Donate via AmazonSmile 

You can now support the RJC every time you 
shop! 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the net purchase price 
(excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) of 
eligible purchases to the charitable organisation 
of your choice. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon 
you know. Same products, same prices, same 
service.


Support us by starting your shopping at 
smile.amazon.co.uk and selecting the Restorative 
Justice Council as your preferred charity.


REGISTER WITH AMAZONSMILE 

MAKE A DONATION 
Your support will help us to campaign for the 
widespread use of restorative justice, raise the 
profile of restorative justice in the media and with 
the public and enable victims to access 
restorative justice wherever and whenever they 
need it. 


You can make a one-off donation or become a 
regular supporter from as little as £3.00 per 
month.


MAKE A DONATION 

BECOME A MEMBER 
Anyone can become a member of the Restorative 
Justice Council. We are the independent, national 
voice for restorative justice in the United 
Kingdom. Our constitutional objectives are to 
promote restorative justice for the public benefit 
as a means of resolving conflict and promoting 
reconciliation by:


A. Promoting the use of restorative justice in 
the criminal justice system, in schools, in 
the workplace and elsewhere in the 
community in situations where conflict may 
arise


B. Developing and promoting agreed 
standards and principles for evaluating and 
guiding restorative practice


C. Advancing education and research on 
restorative justice and the publication of 
the useful results of that research


Membership brings along with it many benefits 
including: 


• Monthly RJC bulletins

• Access to, and opportunity to, promote your 

own work in the RJCs publication: Resolution

• Networking opportunities with academics, 

researchers and practitioners from the UK and 
beyond


• Access to our quarterly practitioners network

• Reduced fees for the annual RJC conference

• Reduced fees for RJC Connect CPD activities 

and other RJC events

• Ability to nominate for the RJC Annual Award 

for significant contribution to the field

• Exclusive access to the member’s section of the 

website 

• Access to our standards for practice registration

• A voice in the decision-making of the RJC

• Opportunities to participate in RJC working 

groups


BECOME A MEMBER 

SUPPORTING THE RJC

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT SUPPORTING THE RJC
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About the RJC  

The Restorative Justice Council (RJC) is the independent 
third sector membership body for the field of restorative 
practice. It provides quality assurance and a national voice 
advocating the widespread use of all forms of restorative 
practice, including restorative justice. The RJC’s vision is of 
a restorative society where everyone has access to safe, 
high quality restorative practice wherever and whenever it 
is needed. 


Restorative Justice Council  

Rouen House, Rouen Road Norwich, NR1 1RB 


E: enquiries@restorativejustice.org.uk 


W: www.restorativejustice.org.uk 


Patron: HRH the Princess Royal 


Company no 4199237 


Charity no 1097969 


Follow us 

@RJCouncil 

@restorativejusticecouncil 

RJC - Restorative Justice Council
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