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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

elcome to this month’s bulletin. It’s only

been a couple of weeks since my last
bulletin but | wanted to share one last update
before we break for the festive season.

On that note, we’ll be closing the offices from
Monday 18th December through to and including
Tuesday 2nd January. It’s been an incredibly busy
year for the RJC team and therefore myself and
the Board wanted the team to have the time to
wind down and restore over the festive period.
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The RJC Team

Although it is the time of year when typically we
all start to wind down, December has been a busy
month! It was an absolute pleasure to attend the
UK premier of Maixabel at the Garden Cinema in

London. It is one of the best portrayals of
restorative justice | have seen and certainly
worthwhile watching if you have the opportunity
to do so. Following the screening, | joined Victoria
Childs and Jo Berry for an interesting Q&A
session where we discussed the potential for
restorative justice within contested spaces.

It was lovely to see Dr Gerard Drennan, our
previous Chair of Trustees and Dr Terence
Bevington at the event, thank you for your
support and contributions to the discussion.

After a few hours back at home, it was straight off
to Belfast to meet with Debbie Watters, our
current Chair of Trustees, to plan for our final
Board meeting of the year. It was also an
opportunity to meet up with our tech partner,
Chris Twyman, from Restorativ to review our
plans for 2024.

This week, | attended the final APPG meeting for
the year. It was an opportunity to reflect on the
work of the group over the last 12 months and
start to plan our work programme for 2024. I'll
have more of an update on this in my January
bulletin. It was also a great opportunity to meet
with the APPG’s secretariat team from CalComms
and Advisory Board member, Lucy Jaffé for a
Christmas lunch!

This past week, | have also met with our Research
Advisory Group and Registered Training Provider
network. At the Research Advisory Group we
discussed our progress on developing the RJC’s
policy position on the use of restorative justice in
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cases of domestic abuse and sexual violence. We
also started to plan the content for our next
Restorative Leaders’ Summit which we will be
hosting in March 2024. Further details about this
will be shared in the New Year.

In other news, | was delighted that we are one of
120 winning charities to receive an early
Christmas gift of a £1,000 donation as part of
Benefact Group’s seventh annual 12 days of
giving Christmas campaign. Thank you to all
those who nominated us. | have agreed with the
RJC’s Board that we will be allocating this money
to our Bursary fund which will help support
individuals and/or organisations who may benefit
from RJC services but whose circumstances
prevent them from accessing these.
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AND FINALLY
As we now head into the festive season, | wanted
to take this opportunity to thank you all for
continued support of the Restorative Justice
Council. Whatever your plans over the festive

season, | hope you have a relaxing and peaceful
time.

We’ll see you all in 2024 but in the meantime,
don’t forget, you can keep up to date with all the
latest developments at the RJC by visiting our
website.

Jim Sitmon

Chief Executive Officer
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time over the festive season V


https://restorativejustice.org.uk/rjc-bursary-fund-application
https://restorativejustice.org.uk

About the RJC

The Restorative Justice Council (RJC) is the independent
third sector membership body for the field of restorative
practice. It provides quality assurance and a national voice
advocating the widespread use of all forms of restorative
practice, including restorative justice. The RJC’s vision is of
a restorative society where everyone has access to safe,
high quality restorative practice wherever and whenever it
is needed.
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