
The Restorative Justice Council’s 
manifesto for 2015

The Restorative Justice Council (RJC) has identified key priorities for the incoming government following the 
2015 general election. This document provides an overview for our members and the public.

About the RJC

The RJC is the independent third sector membership body for the field of restorative practice. We provide 
quality assurance for the restorative practice field and a national voice advocating the widespread use of all 
forms of restorative practice, including restorative justice.

What is restorative justice?

Restorative justice gives victims the chance to meet or communicate with their offender to explain the real 
impact of the crime – it empowers victims by giving them a voice. It also holds offenders to account for 
what they have done and helps them to take responsibility and make amends. A restorative approach can 
also be used outside the justice system – including in schools, children’s services, workplaces, hospitals and 
communities – to prevent conflict, build relationships and repair harm.

Priorities for 2015

The RJC is asking all the political parties to commit to the continued development of restorative  
approaches. To achieve this, their priorities should be to:

•	 Put	victims	of	crime	first,	by	giving	all	victims	the	right	to	access	restorative	justice		
Restorative justice should be offered to every victim of crime at key points in the criminal justice  
process. This must be supported by clear referral pathways and an increase in service provision, to 
make sure that restorative justice is available in every area of the country. 

•	 Build	safer,	stronger	communities	through	the	use	of	restorative	practice	 
Restorative practice should be embedded into schools, care homes and other institutions in order to 
prevent and manage conflict effectively. As a first step, a restorative school should be created in every 
area to provide a centre of excellence for others to learn from and training on restorative practice 
should be provided to staff in every care home. 

•	 Ensure	quality	in	the	delivery	of	restorative	approaches  
Wherever restorative approaches are used, they must be delivered to the highest standards to maintain 
public confidence and ensure that all those involved have a positive experience. To achieve this,  
national standards should be adhered to by all those working in the restorative practice field and every 
school, care home and criminal justice agency using restorative approaches should work towards 
achieving the Restorative Service Quality Mark (an independent benchmark of quality practice).



The case for using a restorative approach

Restorative justice works. Victims of crime who engage in the process have an opportunity to 
have their say, ask questions and potentially receive an explanation and an apology. Evidence 
shows that it can reduce post-traumatic stress and increase satisfaction with the criminal 
justice system. Restorative justice also reduces the rate of reoffending which means fewer 
victims in the future.  
 
Government research demonstrates that restorative justice provides an 85% victim satisfaction 
rate and a 14% reduction in the frequency of reoffending, while 75% of the public think that 
victims should have the right to meet their offender.

There is also growing evidence of the effectiveness of restorative practice outside the criminal 
justice system, particularly in schools where it can help to tackle bullying and give children the 
skills they need to thrive. Schools using a restorative approach have demonstrated increased 
attendance, reduced exclusions and improved achievement.

The use of restorative approaches can also save money by lowering the number of young 
people entering the criminal justice system through early intervention in schools and care 
homes, by diverting people away from prosecution, and by reducing reoffending. Government 
research demonstrates that there are £8 in savings to the criminal justice system for every £1 
spent on restorative justice.

Restorative justice for the future

The RJC is calling on all the political parties to continue the development of restorative justice, 
building on the progress made in recent years. An ambitious government will significantly 
expand the use of restorative practice, including in schools, care homes and every criminal 
justice agency.

	
For more information email enquiries@restorativejustice.org.uk, visit www.restorativejustice.org.uk 
or call us on 020 7831 5700.


